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MQHA congratulates Lauren 
Olson, recipient of the 2020 MQHA 
Scholarship. Lauren is the first 
recipient since oversight of the 
scholarship fund moved to commit-
tee chair Mary Ebnet. Lauren is a 
second-year student at South Dako-
ta State University, at Brookings.  

This year, 2020, marked the launch 
for a new scholarship application 
form and process that Mary Ebnet 
and her committee, had created. 
The new application had a feature 
that asked each applicant to submit 
a 3-5 minute video where they ad-
dressed three questions. The ques-
tions were designed to ask young 
people for their perspectives and 
input on concerns facing MQHA, 
such as how the association could 
be more inclusive of its members 
and how to attract young people to 
join the association. 

MQHA magazine editor Vickie Ket-
tlewell and Mary Ebnet recently 
interviewed Lauren to learn more 
about her, her MYQHA experi-
ence,  and how the scholarship she 
received helps her. We were also 
interested in hearing from Lauren 
her thoughts on the new applica-
tion process.

 “It’s really a big deal for me,” 

Lauren said of the scholarship that 
has helped her offset fixed college 
expenses such as textbooks, and 
affording her a chance to be in-
volved with her college community. 
“It helps me to be more focused on 
school, and my college experience,” 
she said. With Covid, many colleges 
and universities limited or closed 
down many of their normal campus 
activities, teams or sports. Lauren 
expressed gratitude that at SDSU, 
which was able to keep the eques-
trian team going, and for Lauren 
that was an important outlet, since 
the majority of her classes are 
online. 

Lauren is in pursuit of an animal 
science degree with a minor in 
agricultural business. Initially her 
focus was on equine nutrition, but 

as her courses have introduced 
her to other livestock she thinks 
she may expand her degree. She 
explained that while online course 
work can be more efficient, it has 
the downside of little in the way of 
interpersonal relationships. Since 
most of her classes are in animal 
science, Lauren expressed that 
many of those classes are more 
difficult online, and they do require 
lab work. But she also said she has 
learned a lot about herself and her 
learning style. She’s learned how 
best to teach herself. She is most 
grateful to be able to spend a lot 
of time with her horse, riding and 
participating on the team. 

When asked to reflect on the past 
year and the adjustments the horse 
industry has had to make or in-
vent, Lauren saw the importance 
of helping people out through being 
creative, thinking outside of the 
box so that they could maintain 
some norms. For instance, the idea 
of virtual horse shows created great 
opportunities for first-time and sea-
soned riders. She sees a lot of merit 
to online lessons, and believes 
people are finding ways to socialize 
in some manner. 

Mary was interested in hear-
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Her early passion for horses, 
combined with her leadership 

skills,  led Lauren to a career goal 
that will involve both  

Lauren's first horse, Frosty, an Arab. 



ing Lauren’s reaction to the new 
application process. In creating 
the application, Mary had a deep 
interest in enticing young people 
back to MQHA once they finished 
their higher education. It was her 
hope that the committee would 
also garner ideas useful to MQHA’s 
future. With this in mind, Mary 
asked Lauren to describe her own 
experience with Quarter Horses 
and how she came to be involved 
with the association. 

“How I got involved with MQHA 
was through the association’s Boot 
Camp scholarship,” Lauren said. 
That scholarship was a certifi-
cate for a stall that was drawn for 
during the camp. The certificate 
was an invitation to the District 4 
show. Because of that, Lauren went 
to that show, was met by friend-
ly folks, and was connected with 
Bonnie Minor, who as on hand to 
help coach the certificate recipients. 
Lauren says that connection and 
opportunity brought her back to 
MQHA shows. In addition, Lauren 
brought with her in her application 
a lot of 4H leadership experi-
ence. As she began exhibiting 
in more MQHA shows, she also 
kept a strong foot in 4H. In time 
she brought her 4H leadership 
skills to MYQHA, where she 
first served on the board, and 
later became its president. 

In evaluating the applicants, 
Mary praised Lauren for the 
professional manner in which 
she presented herself in the 
video, particularly by dressing 
appropriately, making it for-
mal as if she were in an actual 
interview. Mary said, “You had 
me right from the start.” 

Lauren replied that she            “en-
joyed doing the video, it felt more 
valuable than turning in an es-
say. It was fun to share my views 
because I didn’t grow up with horse 
shows.” 

Mary added that, “being round 
you in Boot Camp, and seeing your 
work ethic, it is second to none. Sky 
is going to be your limit.”  

When asked about her future, Lau-
ren definitively stated she intends 
to remain in the industry. “I would 
love to continue to show.”  She 
plans to work with animal nutri-
tion and maybe even work with a 
trainer. 

“The MQHA (Gloria Enger Schlar-
ship) is a great opportunity, I high-
ly recommend to anyone to apply, 
take advantage of the opportunity,” 
Lauren encouraged. “I am grateful 
for the help it has offered me.” 

Gloria Enger Scholarship background
Among the missions MQHA deter-
mined to be important is the pur-
suit of higher education. 

In that recognition, it has annually 

awarded scholarships to its mem-
bers through an annual application 
process. The scholarships are not 
limited to only young, college-bound 
applicants, but also to adults pur-
suing further education. 

Over the years the program and 
process of application was directed 
by Gloria Enger, whose passion for 
educational opportunities kept the 
program at the forefront of MQHA’s 
annual goals. When MQHA formed 
a Foundation, the scholarship pro-
gram moved over to that arm of the 
association. In 2019, when Gloria 
Enger passed away, MQHA decided 
to honor her by naming the schol-
arship after her. At the same time, 
the committee needed a new chair. 
Mary Ebnet, who had worked 
with Gloria for years as part of the 
committee, stepped up. Mary, too, 
felt a desire to propel the program 
forward, knowing how important it 
was to Gloria. 

The scholarship moved over to 
MQHA’s foundation for administra-
tion. In 2020, Erin Hearst made a 
generous donation to the Gloria En-
ger Scholarship Fund. Her gener-

ous gift and the re-creation of 
the application requirements 
have added up to an exciting 
year. 

Going forward, Mary Ebnet 
will continue to drive the 
scholarship committee.  Those 
interested in applying for 
2021 should turn to MQHA’s 
website and its annual Direc-
tory for current information 
and the application. 

Meanwhile, MQHA wishes 
Lauren Olson the best in her 
pursuit of her education, and 
with her Quarter Horses. 
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Lauren on her two-year-old mare, Suddenly A Redhead, 
who she has with her at SDSU. 

To see Lauren's video submission that was part of her scholarship application go to: www.mnqha.com


